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Cover picture portrays the faces of some of 
the men, women and child victims of 
executions in 2023 in Iran. © Private 
 
The title of this research briefing quotes 
Majid Kazemi, Saeed Yaghoubi and Saleh 
Mirhashemi, who wrote ®Cnm­s kds sgdl jhkk
tr¯on a note that was smuggled out of 
prison two days before they were arbitrarily 
executed on 19 May 2023 in relation to the 
1/11 ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ toqhrhmf- 

This research briefing documents the horrifying surge in 
executions in Iran in 2023, the highest in eight years. 
More than half of the executions were for drug-related 
offences amid a distressing return to a lethal anti-
m`qbnshbr onkhbx rhmbd Daq`ghl Q`hrh­r qhrd sn oqdrhcdmbx 
in 2021. With systemic impunity in Iran, the briefing 
reiterates the need for states to initiate criminal 
investigations under the principle of universal jurisdiction 
into crimes under international law committed by Iranian 
officials, irrespective of the absence or presence of the 
accused in their territory.   
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Rhmbd sgd ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ toqhrhmf ne Rdosdladq-December 2022, the Iranian authorities have 
embarked on a brutal killing spree, using the death penalty as a tool of oppression to create a 
pervasive sense of fear across the country, exert control over the population, and tighten their grip on 
power at any cost.  

In 2023, executions soared, with at least 853 people executed across the country, marking a 48% 
increase from 2022 and a 172% increase from 2021.  

At least 545 people (64%) were executed for acts that should never result in the death penalty under 
international law, including for acts that are protected by the rights to privacy and freedom of 
expression, religion or belief; for overly broad and vaguely worded charges that do not meet the 
principle of legality; and for drug-related and other offences mns hmunkuhmf ®hmsdmshnm`k jhkkhmf¯.  

The spike in executions is largely attributed to a distressing return to a lethal anti-narcotics policy 
since Daq`ghl Q`hrh­rrise to presidency and Fgnk`lgnrrdhm Lngrdmh Didh­r `oonhmsldms `r sgd Gd`c
of the Judiciary, both in 2021. Since then, the downward trend in drug-related executions from 2018 
to 2020, during which the Iranian authorities executed between 20 and 30 people for such offences 
annually, was reversed. In 2023, the authorities carried out at least 481 drug-related executions, 
constituting 56% of the total number of executions. This marks an 89% increase from 2022 (255) 
and a 264% increase from 2021 (132). 

The use of the death penalty continued to disproportionately impact Hq`m­roppressed Baluchi ethnic 
minority, which constitutes only about 5% of Iran's population but accounted for 20% of all executions 
in 2023, with at least 172 Baluchi men and women executed. Of these 172 executions, 138 were for 
drug-related offences, accounting for 29% of all drug-related executions, further exposing the 
chrbqhlhm`snqx deedbs ne sgd `tsgnqhshdr­ kdsg`k `msh-narcotics strategy on the most marginalized and 
impoverished communities. 

The authorities also used the death penalty to punish individuals who had challenged or were 
perceived as having challenged the Islamic Republic establishment and its politico-religious 
ideologies. In 2023, the authorities executed at least seven people in connection with nationwide 
protests ± rhw hm bnmmdbshnm vhsg sgd ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ oqnsdrsr ne Rdosdladq-December 2022 
and one in connection with the nationwide protests of November 2019. Additionally, the authorities 
executed at least svn rnbh`k ldch` trdqr enq ®`onrs`rx¯ `mc ®hmrtkshmfsgd Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯ 'sabbo al-
nabi) and at least six individuals belonging to oppressed ethnic and/or religious minorities for their real 
nq odqbdhudc `eehkh`shnm vhsg onkhshb`k fqntor cddldc ®gnrshkd¯ ax sgd `tsgnqhshdr- 

In a shocking escalation in their use of the death penalty against child offenders, authorities executed 
a 17-year-old boy ± Hamidreza Azari ± and misrepresented his age as 18 in state media to evade 
accountability. Four other individuals who were under 18 at the time of the crime were also executed.  

At least 520 people (61%) were arbitrarily executed after conviction and sentencing by Revolutionary 
Courts, which lack independence and operate under the influence of security and intelligence bodies. 
Revolutionary Courts exercise jurisdiction over drug-related and national security offences. 
Proceedings by such courts are inherently unfair with defendants being systematically denied fair trial 
rights, including to adequate defence, to meaningfully challenge the legality of their detention, to 
presumption of innocence, not to self-incriminate and to meaningful review. Revolutionary Courts also 
repeatedly rely on torture-s`hmsdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ sn bnmuhbs `mc rdmsdmbd odnokd sn cd`sg- 

The execution crisis in Iran both stems from and exacerbates a wider crisis of systemic impunity for 
the arbitrary deprivation of life. Security forces, prosecutors and judges collaborate in a relentless 
assault on the right to life.  

Amid domestic calls for the abolition of the death penalty, including from death row prisoners, the 
Iranian authorities have doubled down and persisted with their state-sanctioned killing spree which 
has turned prisons into killing fields, celebrating the swift application of the death penalty against 
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protesters and presenting their inhumane, lethal anti-narcotics strategy as ®`m deenqs sn jddo gtl`mhsx
`khud¯ that is worthy of global praise. 

Without a robust global response, Amnesty International fears that the Iranian authorities will continue 
using the death penalty as a tool of oppression to execute thousands more people in the coming 
years. 

To record the number of executions carried out in 2023, Amnesty International worked closely with 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre, drawing from open sources, and reviewed the execution logs of two 
other human rights organizations. Amnesty International also reviewed legal documents, official letters 
and statements, and interviewed informed sources with direct knowledge about individuals executed 
in 2023 or at risk of execution. 

Amnesty International calls on the Iranian authorities to: 

¶ Quash all convictions and death sentences issued following unfair trials, and release all individuals 
whose detentions are rendered arbitrary on account of severe non-observance of fair trial rights, in 
o`qshbtk`q sgnrd hmunkuhmf qdkh`mbd nm ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ dwsq`bsdcunder torture and other ill-
treatment. If charged with internationally recognizable offences, individuals must be retried in 
oqnbddchmfr sg`s ldds sgd lnrs qhfnqntr hmsdqm`shnm`k e`hq sqh`k rs`mc`qcr+ dwbktchmf ®bnmedrrhnmr¯
obtained under torture and other ill-treatment, and without recourse to the death penalty. 
Immediately and unconditionally release all those convicted and sentenced to death, indicted, or 
undergoing investigations solely for the exercise of their rights to freedom of expression, 
association and peaceful assembly. 

¶ Immediately establish an official moratorium on executions, with a view to fully abolishing the 
death penalty. Pending the full abolition, bring provisions in national legislation in line with 
international law and standards, including by: removing the death penalty for drug-related and 
any other offences not involving intentional killing; repealing vaguely worded provisions of the 
Islamic Penal Code that criminalize the exercise of the rights to freedom of belief and religion, 
expression, association and peaceful assembly; ensuring that proceedings meet the highest 
standards for a fair trial from the time of arrest; and repealing legal presumptions of guilt and 
mandatory death sentences. 

¶ Amend Article 91 of the Islamic Penal Code to expressly prohibit the use of the death penalty for 
crimes committed by persons below 18 years of age, in all circumstances and without any 
discretion for judges. 

Amnesty International calls on all UN member and observer states to: 

¶ Initiate criminal investigations under the principle of universal jurisdiction into crimes under 
international law committed by Iranian authorities, irrespective of the absence or presence of 
the accused in their territory. This includes initiating adequately resourced criminal 
investigations aimed at disclosing the truth about the crimes, identifying those suspected of 
responsibility, including superiors, and issuing, when there is sufficient admissible evidence, 
international arrest warrants. 
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2. METHODOLOGY  

This briefing is predominantly based on research Amnesty International conducted from January 
2023 to March 2024 as part of its ongoing monitoring and documentation of the use of the death 
penalty in Iran. 

To record the number of executions carried out in 2023, Amnesty International worked closely with 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre, a human rights organization which documents judicial 
punishments in Iran, drawing from open sources, including state media reports and reports from 
independent media outlets and human rights organizations based outside Iran with access to 
informed contacts inside the country, including prisoners and the families of executed victims. These 
human rights groups include Baloch Activists Campaign;1 Haalvsh, a Baluchi human rights 
organization;2 Hengaw Organization for Human Rights;3 Human Rights Activists News Agency;4 Iran 
Human Rights;5 Kurdistan Human Rights Network;6 and Kurdpa Human Rights Organization.7 
Amnesty International also reviewed the logs of recorded executions compiled by Iran Human Rights 
and Kurdistan Human Rights Network, comparing them against its records to reach a final figure.  

This research briefing also draws from campaigning and research outputs issued by Amnesty 
International throughout 2023 about individuals who were at risk of execution or who were executed, 
based on information obtained from sources with direct knowledge, located inside and outside Iran.8 
The organization also reviewed legal documents such as criminal court, Revolutionary Court, and 
Supreme Court verdicts; neehbh`k kdssdqr+ hmbktchmf nohmhnmr hrrtdc ax Hq`m­r Kdf`k Ldchbhmd
Organization, which is a state forensic institute; and letters from high level security officials to 
prosecutors requesting the expedition of death penalty cases.  

Amnesty International also regularly monitored and reviewed official statements by the authorities 
published in state and state-affiliated media outlets in Iran and searched for and analysed videos that 
were broadcast on state television, including footage of court hearings in Revolutionary Courts and 
oqno`f`mc` uhcdnr oqnuhchmf sgd `tsgnqhshdr­ udqrhnm ne dudmsr `mc rgnvhmfthe enqbdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ 
of victims.  

Other documentary and audiovisual evidence reviewed included birth certificates and medical records 
of individuals executed or at risk of execution, CCTV footage used as evidence during criminal 
proceedings, and pictures showing injuries to the necks of individuals executed through hanging.  

Amnesty International reviewed other publicly available material, including audio recordings and 
letters from death row prisoners smuggled out of prison, and information shared by relatives and 
lawyers of individuals impacted by the death penalty through social media accounts or media 
interviews. 

On 20 December 2023, Amnesty International wrote to the Head of the Judiciary, Gholamhossein 
Mohseni Ejei, requesting information on the use of the death penalty in Iran during 2023. No 
response had been received by the time of publication. Amnesty International renews its call on the 
Iranian authorities to publish information on the use of the death penalty in Iran. 

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception. The death penalty is a 
violation of the right to life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and the 
ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. Amnesty International has consistently called on 
all states that retain the death penalty, including Iran, to establish an official moratorium on 
executions, with a view to completely abolishing the death penalty. 

 
1 https://www.balochcampaign.us/  
2 https://www.haalvsh.org/  
3 https://www.hengaw.net/  
4 https://www.hra-news.org/  
5 https://www.iranhr.net/  
6 https://www.kurdistanhumanrights.org/  
7 https://kurdpa.net/  
8 Sgd nqf`mhy`shnm­r otakhb`shnmron the use of the death penalty in Iran issued throughout 2023 are available at: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/.  

https://www.balochcampaign.us/
https://www.haalvsh.org/
https://www.hengaw.net/
https://www.hra-news.org/
https://www.iranhr.net/
https://www.kurdistanhumanrights.org/
https://kurdpa.net/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/
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3.  DEATH PENALTY WEAPONIZED AS A TOOL OF 
REPPRESSION  

Rhmbd sgd ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ toqhrhmf ne Rdosdladq-December 2022, the Iranian authorities have 
weaponized the death penalty to create a pervasive climate of fear across the country, exert control 
over the population, and suppress dissent and any challenge to their iron grip on power.  

As a result, 2023 saw an exponential increase in the number of recorded executions. The authorities 
executed at least 853 people in 2023, a 48% increase from 2022 when 576 people were executed 
and a 172% increase from 2021 when 314 people were executed.  

Amnesty International believes that the real number of executions is higher, but the Iranian authorities 
are not transparent about the number of people executed each year and do not make data on 
executions publicly available. 

 

The exponential rise in executions since January 2023 stems largely from a distressing return to a 
lethal anti-narcotics strategy, with at least 481 people executed for drug-related offences in 2023.  

This policy shift comes after significant declines in drug-related executions between 2018 and 2020, 
when between 20 and 30 such executions were recorded annually.  
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Individuals from Hq`m­r nooqdrrdcBaluchi ethnic minority accounted for 20% of all executions in Iran, 
with 172 Baluchis executed, despite making up around 5% ne Hq`m­r onotk`shnn, which underscores 
the disproportionate and discriminatory effect of the death penalty on marginalized and impoverished 
communities.9  

Concurrently, 2023 witnessed a wave of executions targeting individuals who had challenged or were 
perceived as having challenged the theocratic establishment and its politico-religious ideologies. 
These included the execution of at least seven protesters ± six in bnmmdbshnm vhsg sgd ®Vnl`m Khed
Eqddcnl¯ oqnsdrsr ne Rdosdladq-December 2022 and one in connection with the nationwide protests 
of November 2019. Additionally, the authorities executed at least two social media users for 
®`onrs`rx¯ `mc ®insulting the Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯ 'sabbo al-nabi) in connection with their social media 
posts. At least six individuals belonging to oppressed ethnic and/or religious minorities were also 
executed for their real or perceived affiliation with political groups cddldc ®gnrshkd¯ by the authorities.  

The escalation of drug-related executions, alongside executions targeting protesters, social media 
users and dissidents, reveals the Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr­ trd ne sgd death penalty on all fronts as a weapon 
to instil fear in the aftermath of the ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ toqhrhmf- This is consistent with previously 
recorded patterns in Iran of execution sprees following periods of unrest and political dissent, such as 
observed in 2010 following the widespread protests that took place in the aftermath of the disputed 
presidential election of 2009.10 

 

 

 
9 The vast majority of the executions targeting Baluchi people were for drug-related offences. See rdbshnm 4-0 ®Baluchi minority disproportionately 
hlo`bsdc¯- 
10 Amnesty International, ®Hq`m dwdbtshnmr rdmc ` bghkkhmf ldrr`fd¯+ 2/ L`qbg 1/0/+https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2010/03/iran-executions-
send-chilling-message/, @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Rgnbjhmf dwdbtshnm ne Hq`m oqnsdrsdqr bnmcdlmdc¯+ 17 I`mt`qx 1/0/+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2010/01/039shocking039-execution-iran-protesters-condemned-20100128/; Amnesty Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Chilling 
execution spree with escalating use of death penalty against persecuted ethnic minorities¯+ 1 L`qbg 1/12+ 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/iran-chilling-execution-spree-with-escalating-use-of-death-penalty-against-persecuted-ethnic-
minorities/; @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Chilling use of the death penalty to further brutally quell popular uprisinḡ+ 05 Mnudladq 1/11+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/11/iran-chilling-use-of-the-death-penalty-to-further-brutally-quell-popular-uprising/; Amnesty International, 
® Two Kurds executed amid increasing use of death penalty as weapon of repression,̄ 15 July 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/iran-two-kurds-executed-amid-increasing-use-of-death-penalty-as-weapon-of-repression/  
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/11/iran-chilling-use-of-the-death-penalty-to-further-brutally-quell-popular-uprising/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/iran-two-kurds-executed-amid-increasing-use-of-death-penalty-as-weapon-of-repression/
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The executions of 853 individuals took place across 30 ne Hq`m­r31 provinces, namely:  

Alborz (177), Ardabil (17), Bushehr (1), East Azerbaijan (21), Esfahan (49), Fars (57), Gilan (19), 
Golestan (11), Hamedan (25(+ GnqlnyfĜm '35), Ilam (7), Kerman (66), Kermanshah (18), Khuzestan 
(16), Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad (7), Kurdistan (18), Lorestan (42), Markazi (28), Mazandaran (5), 
North Khorasan (1), Khorasan-e Razavi (32), Semnan (2), Sistan and Baluchestan (67), South 
Khorasan (42), Tehran (3), Qazvin (12), Qom (11), West Azerbaijan (46), Yazd (6), and Zanjan (12).11  

 

Among the 853 individuals executed were 821 men, 24 women, and eight whose gender is unknown. 

Of the executions recorded by Amnesty International, 481 were for drug-related offences; 292 were 
for murder;12 38 executions were enq sgd nudqkx aqn`c `mc u`ftdkx vnqcdc bg`qfdr ne ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs
Fnc¯ 'moharebeh) and/or ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad-e fel-arz) and one for ®`qldc qdadkkhnm `f`hmrs
sgd rs`sd¯ 'baghi);13 22 were for rape; svn vdqd enq ®`onrs`rx¯ `mc ®hmrtkshmf sgd Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯ 
(sabbo al-nabi): nmd v`r enq ®`ctksdqx¯:and 16 were for offences unknown to the organization.  

 
11 The only province from which no executions were recorded was Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari.  
12 One individual was convicted and sentenced to death for murder and rape, but to avoid double counting, Amnesty International included his execution 
under the category of murder including in the pie chart on p.9. 
13 Rdd rdbshnm 2-0 ®Dwdbtshnmr enq `bsr sg`s rgntkc mdudq qdrtks hm sgd cd`sg odm`ksx¯- 
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The authorities executed seven individuals ± all men ± in public, including two Afghan nationals who 
had been sentenced to death for ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh) and ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯
(efsad-e fel arz).14  

Children were present during a public execution that took place for rape in May 2023, according to 
videos broadcast on state media.15 

In December, the authorities also executed a young woman ± Samira Sabzian Fard ± who was 
sentenced to death by a court in Tehran under the principle of qesas '®qdsqhatshnm-in-kind") in relation 
to the murder of the man she was forced to marry as a 15-year-old child.16 

The surge in executions is persisting into 2024 with at least 95 people executed in the first 80 days of 
the year, up until 20 March 2024.  

3.1 EXECUTIONS FOR ACTS THAT SHOULD NEVER RESULT IN THE DEATH PENALTY 
Of the 853 recorded executions in 2023, at least 545 were unlawfully carried out for acts that should 
never result in the death penalty under international law, which prohibits the use of the death penalty 
for offences that do not meet the threshold of the ®lnrs rdqhntr bqhldr¯ hmunkuhmf hmsdmshnm`k jhkkhmf-17  

The 545 executions can be divided into three categories. 

The first category encompasses at least three executions for acts that are protected by the rights to 
privacy and freedom of expression, religion or belief, and should not be criminalized, let alone 
punished by the death penalty. These include ®apostasȳ+ ®hmrtkshmf sgd Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯ 'sabbo al-
nabi), and adultery. 

The second category encompasses 39 executions for the overly broad and vaguely worded charges of 
®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh), ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad-e fel-arz), and/or ®`qldc qdadkkhnm
`f`hmrs sgd rs`sd¯ 'baghi), which are not internationally recognizable offences and do not meet the 

 
14 Mizan Online News Agency,  ϸжϸІ йϦ϶тмϐ  ϤϜϾϝϮв ϼϜϸ йϠ аϝКыв ϼϸ (И) МϜϼͧкϝІ аϼϲ йϠ йЯвϲ ͼ ϦЂтϼмϼϦ  ϤтϝжϮ дывϝК ϾϜ  ϼУж ̹ Z®Svn perpetrators of the terrorist attack 
against Shahcheragh gnkx rgqhmd vdqd dwdbtsdc hm otakhb¯\+ 7 Itkx 1/12+ https://www.mizanonline.ir/fa/news/4722173  (in Persian). 
15  Voice of America,   ϸмϠ  ϾмϝϮϦв м  ϤУЊ дϝАтІ :дϝϦЂϸϜϸ ̫ дϝͭϸмͭ аІ ͧЬϠϝЧв йОϜϼв ϼϸ ϸϼв ͬт аϜϸКϜ Z®The execution of a man in Meragheh in front of children; 
Oqnrdbtsnq9 gd v`r duhk `mc ` q`ohrs¯\+ 14 L`x 1/12+ https://ir.voanews.com/a/maraghe-execution-iran-rape/7108897.html  (in Persian).  
16 Iran Human Rights, ®Samira Sabzian Executed in Ghezelhesar Prison̄, 20 December 2023, https://iranhr.net/en/articles/6415/  
17 See Chapter 7 ®Hmsdqm`shnm`k rs`mc`qcr.  ̄
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principle of legality, which requires all criminal conduct to be clearly defined and its definitions to be 
accessible and foreseeable. 

The last category encompasses 503 executions for internationally recognizable offences that do not 
hmunkud ®hmsdmshnm`k jhkkhmf¯- Sgdrd hmbktcd481 executions for drug-related offences18 and 22 for rape.  

3.1.1 EXECUTED FOR ACTS PROTECTED BY INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW  

In 2023, at least two people were executed for charges stemming solely from the peaceful exercise of 
their rights to freedom of expression, religion and belief. 

R@CQNKK@G E@YDKH Y@Q­D @MC XNTRDE LDGQC@C EXECUTED FOR APOSTASY  

 

On 8 May 2023, authorities executed two social 
media users ± R`cqnkk`g E`ydkh Y`q­d and Yousef 
Mehrdad ± in Arak prison, Markazi province. 
Yousef Mehrdad, who was a father of three young 
bghkcqdm+ v`r bnmuhbsdc ne ®hmrtkshmf Hrk`lhb
r`mbshshdr¯ `mc ®hmrtkshmf sgd Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯
(sabbo al-m`ah(- R`cq`kk`g E`ykh Y`q­d+ vgn v`r `
cabinet maker and took care of his older mother, 
was convicted of multiple charges including 
®`onrs`rx¯+ ®hmrtkshmf sgd Oqnogds ne Hrk`l¯ 'r`aan
al-m`ah(+ ®hmrtkshmf Hrk`lhb r`mbshshdr¯+ ®ak`rogdlx
`f`hmrs sgd lnsgdq ne sgd Gnkx Oqnogds¯+ `mc
®cdrdbq`shmf sgd Ptq`m sgqntfg atqmhmf¯- 

Sgd ldm­ bnmuhbshnmr `mc cd`sg rdmsdmbdr vdqd hrrtdc ax Bqhlhm`k Bntqs Nmd hmArak, Markazi 
province, in April 2021 following gross fair trial violations. The Supreme Court upheld their 
convictions and death sentences in August 2021.   

On the day of their dwdbtshnmr+ Lhy`m Mdvr @fdmbx+ sgd ldch` aq`mbg ne Hq`m­r itchbh`qx+
otakhrgdc ` kdmfsgx qdonqs `mmntmbhmf sg`s ®sgd cd`sg rdmsdmbdr ne svn Ptq`m-burning 
ak`rogdldqr ne qdkhfhnm `mc Hrk`lhb r`mbshshdr g`ud addm hlokdldmsdc-¯19  

According to the report, authorities arrested Yousef Mehrdad on 23 May 2020 and accused him 
ne adhmf sgd ®l`m`fdq `mc bqd`snq ne ` udqx e`lntr nmkhmd fqnto dmf`fdc hm `msh-Islamic 
`bshuhshdr¯ `mc ne adhmf sgd l`hm nodq`snq ne ®04 `msh-qdkhfhntr fqntor `mc bg`mmdkr¯- The report 
stated sg`s ®cnbtldmsr obtained on devices seized from him and explicit confessions that he 
made to judicial officials, made it clear that he had engaged in extensive activities promoting 
atheism and insulting religious and Islamic sanctities̄.  

The judiciary report further stated that R`cqnkk`g E`ydkh Y`q­dwas arrested around June 2020 
`esdq hmudrshf`shnmr hmsn Xntrde Ldgqc`c l`cd hs ®bkd`q sg`s gd g`c dwsdmrhud `mc bknrd
bnnodq`shnm vhsg `mnsgdq odqrnm m`ldc R`cqnkk`g E`ydkh Y`q­d hm l`m`fhmf sgdrd `msh-Islam and 
ak`rogdldqr ne qdkhfhnm fqntor `mc bg`mmdkr¯- Sgd `tsgnqhshdr `bbtrdc R`cqnkk`g E`ydkh Y`q­d ne
®l`m`fhmf 1/ `msh-qdkhfhntr fqntor `mc bg`mmdkr¯ `mc rs`sdc sg`s ®sgd `bbtrdc+ `esdq adhmf
confronted with the obvious facts on his mobile phone, admitted that the account [insulting 
religious sanctities and promoting atheism] adknmfdc sn ghl¯- 

@bbnqchmf sn sgd itchbh`qx­r qdonqs+ sgd Rtoqdld Bntqs­r udqchbs `krn rs`sdc sg`s ldrr`fdr entmc
hm sgd svn ldm­r cduhbdr ®dwokhbhskx hmrtksdc sgd r`mbshsx ne sgd adkoved messenger of Islam 
[Prophet Mohammad], Hazrat Fatima [the daughter of Mohammad], Imam Ali, Imam Hassan, 
Hl`l Gnrrdhm+ `mc sgd `kk sgd hme`kkhakd Hl`lr¯- 

 
18 Enq etqsgdq cds`hkr+ rdd bg`osdq 4 ®Cqtf qdk`sdc dwdbtshnmr¯- 
19 Mizan Online News Agency, ϸІ ϜϼϮϜ  ͼвыЂϜ ϤϝЂϸЧв  м дтϸ йϠ ͫ ϝϦк ϾмЂдϐϼЦ ̹ аϜϸКϜ аͮϲ  [®The death sentence of two Quran burners who insulted Islam and 
Islamic sanctities was carried out̄], 8 May 2023, https://www.mizanonline.ir/fa/news/4711483/  (in Persian).  

https://www.mizanonline.ir/fa/news/4711483/
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Their executions took place without prior warning to their lawyers or families, depriving them of a 
final visit with their loved ones.20 Following their executions, the authorities published a 
propaganda video21 cds`hkhmf sgdhq ®bqhldr¯ `mc rgnvhmf ` aktqqdc ohbstqd22 of their hangings. 
According to a report from an Hq`mh`m k`vxdqr­organization, Dadban, based outside Iran, judicial 
`tsgnqhshdr g`c oqnlhrdc Xntrde Ldgqc`c­r e`lhkx on 7 May 2023 that his execution had been 
halted and that a pardon from the Supreme Leader was going be applied to his case.23 The next 
day, his family found out about his execution from media reports.24 

 
In 2023, Iranian authorities executed at least one more individual for acts protected under 
international law. Ahmad Nikoui was executed enq ®`ctksdqx¯ nm 18 @oqhk 1/12 hm J`q`i bdmsq`k oqhrnm
(Nedamatgah-e Karaj), Alborz province, for having consensual sexual relations with a married woman. 
The fate of the woman is unknown. 

Tmcdq Hq`m­r Hrk`lhb Odm`k Bncd+ sgd otmhrgldms enq dmf`fhmf hm bnmrdmrt`k dwsq`-marital sexual 
relations is punishable by sanctions ranging from a flogging sentence of 31 lashes to the death 
penalty, applicable to adults and children including boys over 15 lunar years and girls over 9 lunar 
years. 

Hs hr tmbkd`q gnv l`mx odnokd `qd tmcdq rdmsdmbd ne cd`sg `mc `s qhrj ne dwdbtshnm enq ®`ctksdqx¯ hm
Iran, as authorities refuse to reveal such information. 

3.1.2 EXECUTED FOR VAGUELY WORDED AND OVERLY BROAD CHARGES  

In 2023, 38 individuals were recorded as having been executed for ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯
(moharebeh) and/or ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efasd-e fel arz). Of these, over half were in connection with 
alleged acts that should never result in the death penalty, including robbery, espionage, possession of 
arms, drawing weapons, and membership in Kurdish opposition groups. In nine other cases, these 
vague and broadly worded charges were brought in connection with incidents involving the death of 
an official, including during nationwide protests. 

Of these 38 individuals, five who vdqd dwdbtsdc hm qdk`shnm sn sgd 1/11 ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯
uprising.25 

On 20 February 2023, the Iranian authorities executed Hassan Abyat+ eqnl Hq`m­r nooqdrrdc @gv`yh
Arab minority, enq ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad-e fel arz).26 He was sentenced to death in relation to 
the death of an agent from the paramilitary Basij force in 2011 and alleged membership of an 
®noonrhshnm fqnto¯, following a grossly unfair and torture-tainted trial before a Revolutionary Court. 
G`rr`m @ax`s g`c cdmhdc `mx hmunkudldms hm sgd `fdms­r cd`sg-The authorities executed him in 
secret in Sepidar prison, Khuzestan province, without prior notice to or final visit with his family.  

On 6 May 2023, authorities also executed Swedish-Iranian national and Ahwazi Arab dissident, Habib 
Chaab (Asyoud) enq ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad-e fel arz).27 He had been abducted from Turkey in 
October 2020 and removed to Iran where he was subsequently sentenced to death after a grossly 
unfair trial before a Revolutionary Court marred by torture allegations. The authorities had accused 

 
20 BBC Persian, ϤЂϜ иϸϼͭ аϜϸКϜ  çϤϝЂϸЧв йϠ дт кмϦè  м ç ͼϠжЮϜϞЂè  аϝлϦϜ йϠ Ϝϼ  ϼУж мϸ ϸтмͼ͵ в дϜϼт Ϝ йтϚϝЎЦ имЦ Z®Hq`m­r itchbh`qx g`r cdbk`qdc sg`s hs g`r dwdbtsdc svn
odnokd tmcdq sgd bg`qfdr ne ®insulting the Prophet of Islam¯ `mc ®hmrtkshmf Hrk`lhb r`mbshshdr¯\+ 7 L`x 1/12+ 
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/cv2d0pzr9x1o (in Persian).  
21 Aparat, ϸмϠ аϜϸКϜ ЄϜиϼϝͧ ϝлжϦ й ͭͼт ϝкдткмϦ Z®Hmrtksr vghbg bntkc nmkx ad qdldchdc vhsg dwdbtshnmr¯\+1/12+ https://www.aparat.com/v/Hoawq (in 
Persian).  
22 Figar, [дϸІ аϜϸКϜ йДϲЮ ϾϜ ϼϝϦ ͼЂͮК м  аЯтТ+] ϸϜϸϼлв РЂмт аϜϸКϜ йДϲЮ  ͝тЯ ͭ:ϸтжϠϠϠ Z®V`sbg9 Bkho ne Xntrde Ldgqc`c­r dwdbtshnm Z*aktqqdc bkho `mc ognsn ne sgd
moment of dwdbtshnm¯\+ 8 L`x 1/12+ https://figar.ir/cinema-and-tv/all-news/general-news/151136 -yusuf-mehrdads-execution-19ord/ (in Persian).  
23 Dadban, X (formerly Twitter) post:   ϝϦ  РЂмт м ϸжϦІϜϸж ͼКыАϜ ͦтк мϜ аͮϲ  ͻϜϼϮϜ  ϾϜ иϸϜмжϝ϶ :ϤУ ͵дϝϠϸϜϸ йϠ ϼϠϦЛв м  иϝ͵ϐ  ЙϠжв ͬт й ͭϸІ аϜϸКϜ  ͼЮϝϲ  ϼϸ ϸϜϼлв_ РЂмт#  ϾмϼвϜ  ϱϠЊ

ϸтϾмϼ ϼЊК  ϼϸ ϸжϠ вмвКͼ  иϸмϠ ϤЂϜ  Z®Sghr lnqmhmf "Xntrde^Ldgqc`c v`r dwdbtsdc vghkd `n informed and credible source told Dadban that his family had 
mn hcd` `ants sgd hlokdldms`shnm ne ghr rdmsdmbd `mc gd v`r hm sgd fdmdq`k v`qc shkk xdrsdqc`x `esdqmnnm¯\+ 7 L`x 1/12+ 
https://twitter.com/dadban4/status/1655498612661448705  (in Persian). 
24 Dadban, X (formerly Twitter) post:   ϝϦ РЂмт  м ϸжϦІϜϸж ͼКыАϜ ͦтк  мϜ аͮϲ ͻϜϼϮϜ ϾϜ  иϸϜмжϝ϶ :ϤУ ͵дϝϠϸϜϸ йϠ ϼϠϦЛв  м иϝ͵ϐ   ЙϠжв ͬт й ͭϸІ аϜϸКϜ  ͼЮϝϲ  ϼϸ ϸϜϼлв_ РЂмт#  ϾмϼвϜ ϱϠЊ

ϸтϾмϼ ϼЊК  ϼϸ ϸжϠ вмвКͼ  иϸмϠ ϤЂϜ  (previously cited). 
25 Rdd Bg`osdq 3 ®Oqnsdrs-qdk`sdc dwdbtshnmr¯- 
26 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Bghkkhmf dwdbtshnm roqdd vhsg drb`k`shmf trd ne cd`sg odm`ksx `f`hmrs odqrdbtsdc dsgmhb lhmnqhshdr¯+ 1 L`qbg 1/12+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/iran-chilling -execution-spree-with-escalating-use-of-death-penalty-against-persecuted-ethnic-
minorities/  
27 Amnesty Intdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Rhw @gv`yh @q`ar `s fq`ud qhrj ne dwdbtshnm¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 02.5672.1/12(+ 01 L`x 1/12+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6783/2023/en/ 

https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/cv2d0pzr9x1o
https://www.aparat.com/v/Hoawq
https://figar.ir/cinema-and-tv/all-news/general-news/151136-yusuf-mehrdads-execution-19ord/
https://twitter.com/dadban4/status/1655498612661448705
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/iran-chilling-execution-spree-with-escalating-use-of-death-penalty-against-persecuted-ethnic-minorities/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/iran-chilling-execution-spree-with-escalating-use-of-death-penalty-against-persecuted-ethnic-minorities/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6783/2023/en/
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him of being the leader of ̀ ®sdqqnqhrs¯ fqnto qdronmrhakd enq ®`qldc nodq`shnmr¯ hm Jgtydrs`m
province between 2017 and 2019.  

3.2 OPPRESSED ETHNIC MINORITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTED BY 

DEATH PENALTY 
Previously documented patterns of executions having a disproportionate impact on the oppressed 
Baluchi minority intensified in 2023. The authorities executed at least 172 individuals ± 166 men and 
six women ± from the Baluchi minority. Baluchi individuals were executed across the country with 59 
executions in Sistan and Baluchestan province, 24 in South Khorasan province, 31 in Kerman 
province, 15 hm GnqlnyfĜm oqnuhmbd+ 05 hm Jgnq`r`m-e Razavi province, eight in Esfahan province, 
five in Fars province, three in Yazd province, two in Alborz province, two in Golestan province, two in 
Hamedan province, two in Semnan province, one in Ardabil, one in Mazandaran province, and one in 
Qom province. 

Of these, 138 Baluchi individuals were executed for drug-related offences, 26 for murder, seven for 
®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad fel arz) and ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh),28 and one for rape.  

The authorities executed at least 82 men from Kurdish-populated provinces29 in 2023 ± 18 in 
Kermanshah province, 18 in Kurdistan province and 46 in West Azerbaijan province. Of these 82 
individuals, 47 were executed for murder, 26 for drug-related offences, seven for ®bnqqtoshnm nm
d`qsg¯ 'efsad fel arz) and ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh),30 one for ®`qldc qdadkkhnm `f`hmrs sgd
rs`sd¯ 'baghi), and one for rape. 

Additionally, at least 14 individuals from the Kurdish ethnic minority were executed in other parts of 
sgd bntmsqx hm sgd oqnuhmbdr ne @kanqy+ E`qr+ Fhk`m+ Hk`l+ GnqlnyfĜm, Markazi, Sistan and 
Baluchestan, and South Khorasan. Of these, 10 were executed for drug-related offences, two for 
®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad fel arz),31 and two for murder. 

The authorities executed Kurdish man Mohayyedin Ebrahimi, 43, on 16 March 2023 in Urumieh 
prison, West Azerbaijan province, after a grossly unfair trial.32 According to Kurdish human rights 
activists, he had been denied access to a lawyer from the time of his arrest and throughout his trial, 
and convicted and sentenced to death based on torture-s`hmsdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯.  

According to Kurdish human rights activists, security forces shot and injured Mohayyedin Ebrahimi at 
the time of his arrest on 3 November 2017 in Oshnavieh, West Azerbaijan province, while he was 
working as a cross-border courier (kulbar) between the borders of Iran and the Kurdistan region of 
Iraq. After spending several days in hospital, security forces transferred him to a detention centre 
belonging to the Intelligence Organization of the Revolutionary Guards in Urumieh, where he was held 
for months in solitary confinement and interrogated under torture and other ill-treatment, according to 
Kurdish human rights activists. The authorities accused him of carrying weapons and membership of 
Kurdish opposition groups, which he repeatedly denied. In August 2018, Branch Two of the 
Revolutionary Court in Urumieh sentenced him to death for ®`qldcrebellion against the statē

 
28 Islamic Republic News Agency, ϸІ ϼϸϝЊ "ͼОϜϸЮϜ ϝЎϼϸтвϲ" ϸтлІ иϸжмϼ͟ дϝвлϦв ϤЂϜм϶ϼУтͭ Z®Sgd hmchbsldms ne sgd `bbtrdc hm sgd b`rd ne l`qsxq¬Hamidreza 
Aldaghi­ was hrrtdc¯\+https://www.irna.ir/news/85108456  (in Persian); Haalvash,   ϾϜ ЄтϠ  ЬвϲϦ  ϾϜ Ѐ ͟ ͥмЯϠ ͼ ЂϝтЂ ͼжϜϸжϾ ç (ͼ жϝЧкϸ) ͼ жϜϸжͧ аϪтв è аϜϸКϜ аͮϲ ͻϜϼϮϜ

̸̹ ЬϝЂ ЀϠϲ  Z®Sgd hlokdldms`shnm nethe death sentence of Meysam Chendani (Dehghani), a Baluchi political prisoner, after enduring more than 12 
xd`qr hm oqhrnm¯\+ 00 Mnudladq 1/12+ https://tinyurl.com/2jnfkths  (in Persian). 
29 The Iranian authorities do not publish disaggregated figures for ethnic minorities in Iran. However, according to unofficial statistics, the population of 
the Kurdish ethnic minority in Iran is estimated to be between 8 and 12 million, making up a median average of around 10% of the population. Amnesty 
International was unable to ascertain whether all 82 individuals were Kurdish. 
30 Mizan Online News Agency, ϸжϸІ аϜϸКϜ ͼϠϼО дϝϮтϝϠϼϺϐ дϝϦЂϜ ϼϸ ͼϦЂт жмтлЊ  атͩϼ  ϝϠ  АϠϦϼв ͻϼϝͮϠϜϼ϶ атϦ мЎК ͈ Z®Four members of a sabotage team associated 
vhsg Lnrr`c vdqd dwdbtsdc hm Vdrs @y`qa`hi`m¯\+ 18 Cdbdladr 202 3, https://www.mizanonline.ir/fa/news/4751817  (in Persian); Kurdpa,  аϜϸКϜ аͮϲ

мϸ жϜϸжϾͼ ϼϸ дϜϸжϾ вмϼϜтй  йϠ ϜϼϮϜ ϸвϐϼϸ + Z®Sgd cd`sg rdmsdmbdr ne svn oqhrnmdqr vdqd hlokdldmsdc hm Tqtlhdg Oqhrnm¯\+ 03 Edaqt`qx 1/12+
https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/02/47  (in Persian), Human Rights Activists News Agency, ϸІ аϜϸКϜ ͼ ЂϝтЂ ͼ жϜϸжϾ ̪ͼ вткϜϼϠϜ дтϸЮϜ ͼϲв Z®Mohayyedin 
Daq`ghlh+ onkhshb`k oqhrnmdq+ v`r dwdbtsdc¯\+ 06 L`qbg 1/12+https://www.hra-news.org/2023/hranews/a-40300/  (in Persian).  
31 Kurdistan Human Rights Network, ϸІ аϜϸКϜ ϸϼ̳ͭ ͼ ϦϸтЧК ͼжϜϸжϾ  ̪ йϦЂϠϐ аЂϝЦ Z®Fg`rdl @adrsdg, Kurdish Sunni prisoner, v`r dwdbtsdc¯\+ 4 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/prison-sentences-fa/2024/02/10/p32506/  (in Persian); Kurdistan Human Rights Network,   ̪ ͼвтϼ ͭϞм тϜ 
ϸІ аϜϸКϜ ϸϼ̳ͭ ͼϦϸт ЧК ͼжϜϸжϾ Z®@xnta J`qhlh, Kurdish Sunni prisoner, v`r dwdbtsdc¯\+ 18 Mnudladq 1/12+ https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-
fa/executions-fa/2023/11/29/p30954/  (in Persian). 
32 Kurdistan Human Rights Network, ϸϼ̳ͭ  ͼЂϝтЂ  ͼжϜϸжϾ   ̪ ͼвткϜϼϠϜ дтϸЮϜͼϲв аϜϸКϜ аͮϲ  ͻϜϼϮϜ м  ͼЂϼϸϜϸ ϸжмϼ   ̪ ϤϝвϝлϦϜ  ̪ ϤІϜϸϾϝϠ  иϼϝϠϼϸ ͼІϼϜϾ͵ Z®@ qdonqs nm sgd `qqdrs+
charges, prosecution and execution of Kurdish political prisoner, Lng`xxdchm Daq`ghlh¯\+ 06 L`qbg 1/12+  
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/executions-fa/2023/03/17/p20593/  (in Persian); 
 

https://www.irna.ir/news/85108456
https://tinyurl.com/2jnfkths
https://www.mizanonline.ir/fa/news/4751817
https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/02/47
https://www.hra-news.org/2023/hranews/a-40300/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/prison-sentences-fa/2024/02/10/p32506/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/executions-fa/2023/11/29/p30954/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/executions-fa/2023/11/29/p30954/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/executions-fa/2023/11/29/p30954/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/fa/news-fa/executions-fa/2023/11/29/p30954/
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(baghi(- Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Bntqs rtardptdmskx nudqstqmdc sgd udqchbs+ bhshmf ®ek`vdc hmudrshf`shnmr¯and 
sent his case back to Branch Two of the Revolutionary Court for retrial. The court sentenced him to 
death for a second time and, this time, the Supreme Court upheld his death sentence and rejected his 
request for a judicial review. 

Ahwazi Arab,33 Baluchi34 and Kurdish35 minorities vdqd chroqnonqshnm`sdkx hlo`bsdc ax sgd `tsgnqhshdr­
cruel practice of executing individuals in secret and without prior notice to their families. Authorities 
also sometimes buried victims in secret and refused to return their bodies to their families.  

In 2024, the authorities have continued to execute Kurdish prisoners in secret. On 29 January 2024, 
they arbitrarily executed Kurdish dissidents36 Pejman Fatehi, Vafa Azarbar, Mohammad (Hazhir) 
Faramarzi and Mohsen Mazloum after a grossly unfair trial. The authorities had subjected the four 
men to enforced disappearance since their arrests on 20 July 2022, and harassed and intimidated 
their families.  

In a public statement on 2 February 2024,37 Odil`m E`sdgh­r vhed+ A`x`m @yhlh+ r`hc sgd `tsgnqhshdr
had denied the men access to lawyers and refused to return their bodies to their families, denying 
them the right to bury their loved ones in accordance with their traditions. Bayan Azimi highlighted the 
injustices suffered by the four men:   

®Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb £ dwsq`bsdc enqbdc ¬bnmedrrhnmr­ eqnl sgdrd entq ldm+ cdmhdc sgdl sgd qhfgs sn ` k`vxdq+
they denied their families access to their casefiles. The Islamic Republic executed them and refused to give their 
bodies to their families. The authorities did not give them a trial. A judge called them for one minute, asked them 
sn fhud sgdhq m`ldr+ `mc sgdm snkc sgdl ¬Fn `v`x- Vd g`ud hrrtdc xntq cd`sg rdmsdmbd- Mnv+ xnt g`ud sn v`hs enq
your deasgr­£ Gow should I tell my son that his father has been executed? What the Islamic Republic is doing is 
a crime. It is a violation of human rights. Now that my husband and these three other beloved ones have been 
executed, we must become the voices of otheq odnokd sn rsno sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb eqnl dwdbtshmf sgdl-¯ 38 

In refusing to disclose the whereabouts of the remains of Pejman Fatehi, Vafa Azarbar, Mohammad 
(Hazhir) Faramarzi and Mohsen Mazloum, the Iranian authorities are committing enforced 
disappearance, a crime under international law.  

At least three other Sunni Kurdish men ± Anwar Khezri, Kamran Sheikheh and Khosrow Basharat ± 
are at grave risk of execution in Ghezel Hesar prison, Alborz province, with their decade-long pleas for 

 
33 See the case of Habib Chaab (Asyoud) in section 3.1 ®Dwdbtshnmr enq `bsr sg`s rgntkc mdudqqdrtks hm sgd cd`sg odm`ksx¯-  
34 For examples of such cases involving Baluchi prisoners, see rdbshnm 4-0 ®A`ktbgh lhmnqhsx chroqnonqshnm`sdkx hlo`bsdc¯.  
35 For examples of such cases involving Kurdish prisoners, see page 13.   
36 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Enqbhakx chr`ood`qdc Jtqchrg ldmrisk secret execution̄ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 02.65//.1/13(+ 07 I`mt`qx 1/13+ 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/7600/2024/en  
37 Hengaw Organization for Human Rights, X (formerly Twitter) post:   ͼ выЂϜ ͻϼмлвϮ йϠ ϸкϜм϶тв дϝвЮϐ ϤЮмϸ м ͻϼІϠ ФмЧϲ ͻϝкдϝвϾϝЂ ϾϜ ͼϲϦϝТ дϝвͩ͟ ϼЂвк   ͼвтДК дϝт Ϡ

ϼϝІТ Ϡ тϸжϼмϝ ϝϦ йͭ  т͟ϝкϼͮͻ  Ϡͼ дϝϮ дϝвͩ͟ ϲϦϝТͼ̪ ϸвϲв ͩкт ϼ ϾϼвϜϼТ ͻ ̪ дЂϲв  ̪ амЯДв  ϝТм ϼϝϠϼϺϐ  Ϝϼ мϲϦ тЬ ϸжкϸϠ ϝϦ ϝлжϐ ϼϸ дϝϦЂϸϼͭ дТϸ ϸжмІ  Z®A`x`m @yhlh+ Odil`m E`sdgh­r wife, 
demands that human rights organization and the German government pressure the Islamic Republic so that their bodies are returned and they can 
ad atqhdc hm Jtqchrs`m¯\+https://twit ter.com/HengawO/status/1753366265161203956  (in Persian).  
38 Deutsche Welle , ϸж тϠϠ Ϝϼ ЄϸжϾϼТ ЀͮК дϝвͩ͟ ϸжϦІϜϺͺж ͼ Ϧϲ :ͼϲϦϝТ дϝвͩ͟ ϼЂвк Z®The spouse of Pejman Fathei: They did not even allow Pejman to see a 
photograph ne ghr bghkc¯\+ 1 Edaqt`qx 1/13+https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/video-68160537  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/7600/2024/en
https://twitter.com/HengawO/status/1753366265161203956
https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/video-68160537
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a fair retrial, excluding torture-s`hmsdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯+repeatedly ignored.39 They were sentenced to 
death around June 2018 by a Revolutionary Court in Sdgq`m enq ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯(efsad-e fel arz) 
after a grossly unfair trial that lasted just five minutes. In open letters written from inside prison, the 
men have detailed how they were repeatedly tortured to ®bnmedrr¯.  

Between November 2023 and January 2024, four other men who were sentenced to death in the 
same case ± Ghasem Abesteh, Ayoub Karimi, Davoud Abdollahi and Farhad Salimi ± were executed, 
raising fears that the executions of the remaining three men are imminent. 

 

3.3. SYSTEMIC FAIR TRIAL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS  
Amnesty International has repeatedly documented how Hq`m­r itchbh`qx, closely aligned with 
intelligence and security forces, has consistently played a key role in suppressing dissent and 
condemning protesters, human rights defenders and other dissidents to harsh prison sentences or the 
death penalty on spurious charges.40 The judiciary systematically violates the rights of those caught up 
in the criminal justice system and has been instrumental in violating the right to life of tens of 
thousands of individuals over the lifespan of the Islamic Republic.  

Of the 853 executions recorded in 2023, at least 520 (61%) followed verdicts by Revolutionary Courts, 
and at least 317 (37%) followed verdicts by criminal courts. In 16 cases, the specific courts issuing 
the death sentences were unknown.  

 
39 Amnesty International, ®Iran: Executions of protester with mental disability and Kurdish man mark plunge into new realms of crueltȳ, 24 January 
2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-
realms-of-cruelty/    
40 See: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ Sq`lokhmf Gtl`mhsx9 l`rr `qqdrsr+ chr`ood`q`mbdr `mc snqstqd rhmbd Hq`m­r 1/08 Mnudladq oqnsdrsr 'Hmcdx: MDE 
13/2891/2020), 2 September 2020, www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ B`tfgs hm ` vda ne qdoqdrrhnm9 Hq`m­r
human rights defenders under attack (Index: MDE 13/6446/2017), 2 August 2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-realms-of-cruelty/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-realms-of-cruelty/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/
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Revolutionary Courts exercise jurisdiction over ` q`mfd ne `bsr bnmrhcdqdc ax sgd `tsgnqhshdr `r ®`msh-
Revolutionary offences̄ that threaten national security or undermine Islamic values. These include all 
drug-related offences, ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh(+ ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'efsad-e fel-arz) and 
®`qldc qdadkkhnm `f`hmrs sgd rs`sd¯ 'baghi). 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg g`r bnmrhrsdmskx rgnvm sg`s Qdunktshnm`qx Bntqsr k`bj hmcdodmcdmbd
and operate under the influence of security and intelligence forces. Judges presiding over 
Revolutionary Courts are hostile and biased against defendants, and have shown a lack of impartiality 
by openly supporting the accusations of the intelligence and security officials. Vetting processes for 
the appointment of judges to Revolutionary Court lead to the exclusion of any individuals whose 
political and religious beliefs are not aligned with the State ideology. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r documentation of hundreds of cases in Revolutionary Courts since the 
establishment of the Islamic Republic in 197941 has found systematic violations of fair trial rights, 
including to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, to adequate time and 
facilities for the preparation of defence and to communicate with counsel of own choosing, to 
presumption of innocence, to not self-incriminate, to equality of arms, and to a meaningful review 
by a higher tribunal. 

Individuals are systematically denied access to legal representation throughout the investigation stage, 
with some even denied access to a lawyer during trial. 

Prolonged incommunicado detention is prevalent, sometimes in informal and secret detention centres 
run by intelligence and security forces which lack judicial oversight. 

 
41 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran  (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), 1 February 1980, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Aqhdehmf o`odq¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 02.//7.0876(+ 2/ @oqhk
1987, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/008/1987/en/; Amnesty International,  Iran: From protest to prison: Iran one year after the 
election(Index: MDE 13/062/2010 ), 9 June  2010 , https://www.amnesty.org/fr/documents/mde13/062/2010/en/ ; Amnesty International, Iran: 
Addicted to death: Executions for drugs offences in Iran(Index: MDE 13/090/2011 ), 15 D ecember 2011 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/090/2011/en/; Amnesty International, Iran: Broadcasting injustice, boasting of mass killing: A case 
study of August 2016 execution of 25 Sunni men in Iran (Index: MDE 13/5079/2016 ), 17 November 2016, 
https://www.amnesty.org/ar/documents/mde13/5079/2016/en/. 
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/008/1987/en/
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Enqbdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ nas`hmdc tmcdq snqstqd `mc nsgdq hkk-treatment, when detainees had no access to 
legal representation, are unlawfully used as admissible evidence to issue convictions even when 
retracted in court, while judges systematically ignore allegations of coercion, torture and other ill-
treatment and refuse to order investigations- Rnldshldr+ enqbdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ `qd aqn`cb`rs hm
propaganda videos on state television before trials have even begun to demonize individuals in the 
public eye and justify harsh prison and death sentences.  

In some cases, trials are expedited and verdicts are issued within weeks of arrest; in other cases, 
detainees are held in pre-trial detention for months or years while they are denied access to legal 
representation.  

Trials are generally summary and extremely brief, sometimes lasting only a few minutes, and take 
place behind closed doors.  

Courts often deny lawyers access to case information prior to trials or only provide access within a few 
days or hours of the start of the trial, effectively removing the ability of lawyers to provide an adequate 
defence.  

During trials, Revolutionary Court judges routinely refuse to call defence witnesses or allow defence 
lawyers to cross examine prosecution ones, prohibit defendants from speaking, and ignore 
exculpatory evidence.  

Defendants and their lawyers are not provided with copies of court verdicts, and lawyers are only 
permitted to read and make notes of judgements in judicial offices.  

The Supreme Court routinely rubberstamps Revolutionary Court verdicts without carrying out 
meaningful reviews.   

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r bnmbdqmr `antsunfair trials in Iran, including in relation to the role of 
Revolutionary Courts in the arbitrary deprivation of life and liberty, have been repeatedly echoed by 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iran. In 2017, the former Special 
Rapporteur on Iran, Asma Jahangir, stated:  

®The lack of independence of the judicial system, in particular the revolutionary courts, is alarming£ 
Revolutionary courts are viewed not as a forum for granting justice, but as an extension of the coercive 
executive branch of the Government that operates to control all criticism or independent actions for securing 
rights.42 Revolutionary courts continue to issue the vast majority of death sentences. Violations of the rights to 
fair trial and due process are systematic before these courts. Legal representation is denied during the 
investigation phase, lawyers are often refused access to information, many trials reportedly last only a few 
minutes, and no evidence other than confessions extracted through torture is considered for the imposition of a 
death sentence.43  

The current Special Rapporteur on Iran, Javaid Rehman, and other Special Procedures of the UN 
Human Rights Council, have repeatedly expressed concerns about executions after unfair trials in 
Iran.  

Most recently, in a May 2023 statement, multiple Special Procedures condemned the arbitrary 
executions of several dissidents after unfair trials by Revolutionary Courts and warned:  

®[E]xecutions following flawed trials were tantamount to arbitrary deprivation of life under international law£ 
Trials of some of these persons were marred by violations of due process guarantees in proceedings that fell 
short of international fair trial standards£ Any cd`sg rdmsdmbd tmcdqs`jdm hm bnmsq`udmshnm ne ` fnudqmldms­r
hmsdqm`shnm`k nakhf`shnmr hr tmk`vetk `mc s`ms`lntms sn `m `qahsq`qx dwdbtshnm-¯44  

 
42 The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Report ,14 August 2017, UN Doc. A/72/322, para.110. 
43 The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Report, 14 August 2017, (previously cited), para.60. 
44 The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges 
and lawyers, and the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, ®TM dwperts urge Iran to stop ¬horrific wave­ of 
dwdbtshnmr¯+ 08 L`x 1/12+https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/05/un-experts-urge-iran-stop-horrific -wave-executions; The UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Working Group on Enforced 
and Involuntary Disappearances, and other UN Special Procedures,/ ®Hq`m9 TM dwodqsr bnmcdlm qdbdmsexecutions, urge moratorium on death 
odm`ksx¯+ 8 L`x 1/12+https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/05/iran-un-experts-condemn-recent-executions-urge-moratorium-death-penalty 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/05/un-experts-urge-iran-stop-horrific-wave-executions
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/05/iran-un-experts-condemn-recent-executions-urge-moratorium-death-penalty
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4. PROTEST-RELATED EXECUTIONS  

Since the nationwide protests of December 2017-January 2018, the Iranian authorities have 
increasingly used the death penalty to sow fear among the public, stifle dissent and deter further 
protests. This pattern intensified following the nationwide protests of November 2019 and surged in 
the aftermath of the ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯uprising of September-December 2022. 

Since January 2018, the authorities have executed at least 13 people in relation to protests:  

¶ One in 2018. Mohammad Salas45 was executed in Alborz province in relation to the February 
2018 Gonabadi Dervish protests; 

¶ Two in 2020. Mostafa Salehi46 was executed in Esfahan province in relation to the December 
2017-January 2018 protests, while Navid Afkari47 was executed in Fars province in relation to 
the July-August 2018 protests; 

¶ Two in 2022 who were both executed in relation to the 2022 uprising. Majidreza Rahnavard48 

was executed in public in Khorasan Razavi province. State media published a photograph of 
his execution.49 Mohsen Shekari50 was executed in Tehran province; 

¶ Seven in 2023. Mohammad Mehdi Karami, Seyed Mohammad Hosseini and Milad 
Zohrevand51 were executed in Tehran province, while Majid Kazemi, Saleh Mirhashemi and 
Saeed Yaghoubi52 were executed in Esfahan province, all in relation to the 2022 uprising. 
Kamran Rezaei53 was executed in Fars province in relation to the November 2019 protests; 
and 

¶ One in 2024. Mohammad Ghobadlou54 was executed in Tehran province in relation to the 
2022 uprising. 

Seven were executed enq sgd u`ftd `mc aqn`ckx vnqcdc bg`qfdr ne ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh) 
nq ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯(efsad-e fel arz) and six enq ®ltqcdq¯ in relation to the deaths of members of 
the security forces during protests.  

All victims were convicted and sentenced to death after grossly unfair trials marred by serious torture 
allegations that were not investigated. 

 

 
45 Amnesty International+ ®Hq`m9 Rteh atr cqhudq dwdbtsdcat dawn ̀ esdq fqnrrkx tme`hq sqh`k¯, 18 June 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/06/iran-sufi-bus-driver-executed/  
46 Tasnim News Agency, ϸІ ϜϼϮϜ ͼт ϝжЂиϝІ ϸϝϮЂ ϸтлІ ϼϜϸЂϝ͟ ЬϦϝЦ ЈϝЊЦ аͮϲ Z®SgdQesas sentence of the murderer of martyr Sajjad Shah, IRGC soldier, was 
hlokdldmsdc¯\+ 4 @tftrs 1/1/+ https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1399/05/15/2321425 (in Persian).  
47 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9Secret execution of wrestler Navid Afkari ` sq`udrsx ne itrshbd¯+ 01 Rdosdladq 1/1/+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/09/iran-secret-execution-of-wrestler-navid-afkari-a-travesty-of-justice/ 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9Wrestling champion Navid Afkari feared at risk of execution̄+ 11 September 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-
release/2020/09/iran-wrestling-champion-navid-afkari-feared-at-risk-of-imminent-secret-execution/ 
48 Amnesty International, ®Hq`m9 Otakhb dwdbtshnm ne L`ihcqdy` Q`gm`u`qc dwonrdr `tsgnqhshdr­ qdudmfd jhkkhmfr¯+ 01 Cdbdladq 1/11+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/iran-public-execution-of-majidreza-rahnavard-exposes-authorities-revenge-killings/  
49 See (*graphic content warning*): Mashregh News, ϸϼмжкϼ  ϝЎϼ ϸтϮв аϜϸКϜ ϾϜ ϼт мЊϦ дтЮмϜ Z®Sgd ehqrs ognsn ne sgd dwdbtshnm ne L`ihcqdy` Q`gm`u`qc¯\+ 01
December 2023, https://www.mashreghnews.ir/photo/1445135/ (in Persian). 
50 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Gnqqhexhmf dwdbtshnm ne xntmf oqnsdrsdq dwonrdr `tsgnqhshdr­ bqtdksx `mcrisk of further bloodshed̄ + 7 Cdbdladq 1/11+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/iran-horrifying-execution-of-young-protester-exposes-authorities-cruelty-and-risk-of-further-bloodshed  
51 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Xntmf l`m `s fq`ud qhrj ne dwdbtshnm hm bnmmdbshnm vhsg oqnsdrsr `lhc ¬jhkkhmf roqdd­¯+11 January 2023, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/01/iran-young-man-at-grave-risk-of-execution-in-connection-with-protests-amid-killing-spree; AmnestyIran, 
X post: ®Amnesty International is horrified by reports of the chilling execution of Milad Zohrevand on 23 November in Hamedan Central prison and calls 
on the international community to urge Iranian authorities to immediately establish an official moratorium on executions,  ̄24 November 2023, 
https://x.com/AmnestyIran/status/1728096676261277927?s=20        
52 Amnesty International, Hq`m9 ®Sgdx uhnkdmskx q`odc ld¯9 Rdwt`k uhnkdmbd vd`onmhydc sn bqtrg Hq`m­r ¬Vnl`m khed eqddcnl­ toqhrhmf(Index: MDE 
13/7480/2023), 6 December 2023, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/7480/2023/en/  
53 Iran Human Rights, дϜϼ тϜ ϼІϠ  ФмЧϲ дϝвϾϝЂ ϼϜϸІк  ̫ ϾϜϼ тІ ϼϸ ̀  ̿дϝϠϐ дϝЎϼϦЛв  ϾϜ ̪ͼтϝЎϼ дϜϼвϝͭ аϜϸКϜ Z®Hq`m Gtl`m Qhfgs­r v`qmhmf9 J`lq`m Qdy`dh+ ` 1/08
protester v`r dwdbtsdc¯\+ 2/ Mnudladq 1/12+https://iranhr.net/fa/articles/6371/  (in Persian). 
54 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Dwdbtshnmr ne oqnsdrsdq vhsg ldms`k chr`ahkhsx `mc Jtqchrg l`m l`qj oktmfd hmsn mdv qd`klr ne bqtdksx¯+ 13 I`mt`qx
2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-
realms-of-cruelty/  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/06/iran-sufi-bus-driver-executed/
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1399/05/15/2321425
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/09/iran-secret-execution-of-wrestler-navid-afkari-a-travesty-of-justice/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/09/iran-wrestling-champion-navid-afkari-feared-at-risk-of-imminent-secret-execution/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/09/iran-wrestling-champion-navid-afkari-feared-at-risk-of-imminent-secret-execution/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/iran-public-execution-of-majidreza-rahnavard-exposes-authorities-revenge-killings/
https://www.mashreghnews.ir/photo/1445135/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/iran-horrifying-execution-of-young-protester-exposes-authorities-cruelty-and-risk-of-further-bloodshed
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/01/iran-young-man-at-grave-risk-of-execution-in-connection-with-protests-amid-killing-spree
https://x.com/AmnestyIran/status/1728096676261277927?s=20
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/7480/2023/en/
https://iranhr.net/fa/articles/6371/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-realms-of-cruelty/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/iran-executions-of-protester-with-mental-disability-and-kurdish-man-mark-plunge-into-new-realms-of-cruelty/
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4.1 EXECUTIONS IN BNMMDBSHNM VHSG SGD ®VNL@M KHED EQDDCNL¯ TOQHRHMF 
Rhmbd sgd ®Vnl`m Khed Eqddcnl¯ toqhrhmf ne Rdosdladq-December 2022, the authorities have 
executed nine people in connection with the protests. 

The Iranian authorities executed two people in December 2022 while protests were still ongoing, and 
six other protesters in 2023.  

Of the six executions that took place in 2023, five protesters were executed for the vague and broadly 
vnqcdc bg`qfdr ne ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh) nq ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯(efsad-e fel arz). 
Mohammad Mehdi Karami and Seyed Mohammad Hosseini were executed in January 2023 in 
connection with the death of one Basiji agent, while Majid Kazemi, Saeed Yaghoubi and Saleh 
Mirhashemi, were executed in May 2023 in connection to the deaths of three members of the security 
forces, although they were never charged with ®ltqcdq¯.  

On 17 May 2023, just two days before Majid Kazemi, Saeed Yaghoubi and Saleh Mirhashemi were 
executed on 19 May 2023, they smuggled a note out of prison, pleading for help, which said: 

®Vd g`ud ` qdptdrsfor our dear fellow country [men and women], dnm­s let them kill us. We need your 
rtoonqs-¯55 

The executions of these five protesters took place amid concerns that the use of vague charges 
instead of ®murder̄ bg`qfdr qdekdbsdc ` k`bj ne duhcdmbd enq sgd `tsgnqhshdr­ `kkdf`shnmr `mc `m hmsdms
to secure convictions through the Revolutionary Courts.56 Revolutionary Courts have jurisdiction over 
the charges of dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯ 'moharebeh) `mc ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯(efsad-e fel arz), while 
bqhlhm`k bntqsr g`ud itqhrchbshnm nudq ®ltqcdq¯ bg`qfdr- The referral of protesters to Revolutionary 
Courts rather than Criminal Courts has facilitated further erosion of defendants­ fair trial rights. 
Amnesty International has repeatedly documented concerns over the lack of impartiality and 
independence of Revolutionary Courts, as well as systematic flagrant fair trial violations throughout 
proceedings by such courts.57 

 
55 Mohammad Hashemi, X post:  ϤЂϜ ϼА϶ ϼϸ дϜϼтϜ  ͻϝкйͧϠ  дϝϮ. Z®Sgd khudr nethe children ne Hq`m `qd hm c`mfdq¯], 17 May 2023,  
https://x.com/FreeMajidKazemi/status/1658784900458364931?s=20  
56 See Chapter 3.3+ ®Systemic Fair Trial Rights Violations̄- 
57 See Chapter 3.3+ ®Systemic Fair Trial Rights Violations̄. See also: Amnesty International, Trampling Humanity: mass arrests, disappearances and 
snqstqd rhmbd Hq`m­r 1/08 Mnudladq oqnsdrsr(Index: MDE 13/2891/2020), 2 September 2020, www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en; 
Amnesty International, B`tfgs hm ` vda ne qdoqdrrhnm9 Hq`m­r gtl`m qhfgsr cdedmcdqr tmcdq `ss`bj (Index: MDE 13/6446/2017), 2 August 2017, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/ 

https://x.com/FreeMajidKazemi/status/1658784900458364931?s=20
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2891/2020/en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/

































